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Whereas in 1981, for management purposes,
the Commission adopted a working hypoth-
esis of 2 Atlantic bluefin tuna stocks, with 1
occurring west of 45 degrees west longitude
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘western At-
lantic stock’) and the other occurring east
of 45 degrees west longitude (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean stock’’);

Whereas, despite scientific recommenda-
tions intended to maintain bluefin tuna pop-
ulations at levels that will permit the max-
imum sustainable yield and ensure the fu-
ture of the stocks, the total allowable catch
quotas have been consistently set at levels
significantly higher than the recommended
levels for the eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean stock;

Whereas despite the establishment by the
Commission of fishing quotas based on total
allowable catch levels for the eastern Atlan-
tic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery
that exceed scientific recommendations,
compliance with such quotas by parties to
the Convention that harvest that stock has
been extremely poor, most recently with
harvests exceeding such total allowable
catch levels by more than 50 percent for each
of the last 4 years;

Whereas insufficient data reporting in
combination with unreliable national catch
statistics has frequently undermined efforts
by the Commission to assign quota overhar-
vests to specific countries;

Whereas the failure of many Commission
members fishing east of 45 degrees west lon-
gitude to comply with other Commission rec-
ommendations to conserve and control the
overfished eastern Atlantic and Mediterra-
nean bluefin tuna stock has been an ongoing
problem;

Whereas the Commission’s Standing Com-
mittee on Research and Statistics noted in
its 2006 report that the fishing mortality rate
for the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
stock may be more than 3 times the level
that would permit the stock to stabilize at
the maximum sustainable catch level, and
continuing to fish at the level of recent
years ‘‘is expected to drive the spawning bio-
mass to a very low level” giving ‘‘rise to a
high risk of fishery and stock collapse’’;

Whereas the Standing Committee has rec-
ommended that the annual harvest levels for
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin
tuna be reduced from 32,000 metric tons to
approximately 15,000 metric tons to halt de-
cline of the resource and initiate rebuilding,
and the United States supported this rec-
ommendation at the 2006 Commission meet-
ing;

Whereas in 2006, the Commission adopted
the ‘‘Recommendation by ICCAT to Estab-
lish a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for
Bluefin Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean’ containing a wide range of
management, monitoring, and control meas-
ures designed to facilitate the recovery of
the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
bluefin tuna stock;

Whereas the Recovery Plan is inadequate
and allows overfishing and stock decline to
continue, and initial information indicates
that implementation of the plan in 2007 by
many eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
bluefin tuna harvesting countries has been
poor;

Whereas since 1981, the Commission has
adopted additional and more restrictive con-
servation and management recommenda-
tions for the western Atlantic bluefin tuna
stock, and these recommendations have been
implemented by Nations fishing west of 45
degrees west longitude, including the United
States,

Whereas despite adopting, fully imple-
menting, and complying with a science-based
rebuilding program for the western Atlantic
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bluefin tuna stock by countries fishing west
of 45 degrees west longitude, catches and
catch rates remain very low;

Whereas many scientists believe that mix-
ing occurs between the western Atlantic
bluefin tuna stock and the eastern Atlantic
and Mediterranean stock, and as such, poor
management and noncompliance with rec-
ommendations for one stock are likely to
have an adverse effect on the other stock;

Whereas additional research on stock mix-
ing will improve the understanding of the re-
lationship between eastern and western
bluefin tuna stocks and other fisheries,
which will assist in the conservation, recov-
ery, and management of the species through-
out its range: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Senate That it is the sense
of the Senate that the United States delega-
tion to the 20th Regular Meeting of the
International Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas, should—

(1) seek the adoption of a harvesting mora-
torium, which includes appropriate mecha-
nisms to ensure compliance, on the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna
fishery of sufficient duration to begin the
process of stock recovery and allow for the
development and implementation of an effec-
tive program of monitoring and control on
the fishery when the moratorium ends;

(2) seek to strengthen the conservation and
management of the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean bluefin tuna by making rec-
ommendations to halt the decline of the
stock and begin to rebuild it;

(3) reevaluate the implementation, effec-
tiveness, and relevance of the Commission
recommendation entitled ‘‘Recommendation
by ICCAT to Establish a Multi-Annual Re-
covery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean’” (Recommenda-
tion 06-05), and seek from Commission mem-
bers that have failed to fully implement the
terms of the recommendations detailed jus-
tification for their lack of compliance;

(4) pursue a review and assessment of com-
pliance with conservation and management
measures adopted by the Commission and in
effect for the 2006 eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean bluefin tuna fishery, occurring
east of 45 degrees west longitude, and other
fisheries that are subject to the jurisdiction
of the Commission, including data collection
and reporting requirements;

(5) seek to address noncompliance by par-
ties to the Convention with such measures
through appropriate actions, including, as
appropriate, deducting a portion of a future
quota for a party to compensate for such
party exceeding its quota in prior years; and

(6) pursue additional research on the rela-
tionship between the western Atlantic and
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin
tuna stocks and the extent to which the pop-
ulations intermingle.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 369—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 25, 2007, AS
“DRIVE SAFER SUNDAY”’

Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself, Mr.
ISAKSON, and Mrs. LINCOLN) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 369

Whereas motor vehicle travel is the pri-
mary means of transportation in the United
States;

Whereas everyone traveling on the roads
and highways needs to drive more safely to
reduce deaths and injuries resulting from
motor vehicle accidents;

Whereas, according to the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, wearing
a seat belt saved 15,434 lives in 2004, 15,632
lives in 2005, and 15,383 lives in 2006;

November 6, 2007

Whereas Secretary of Transportation Mary
Peters wants all people of the United States
to understand the life-saving importance of
wearing a seat belt and encourages motorists
to drive safely, not just during the holiday
season, but every time they get behind the
wheel; and

Whereas the Sunday after Thanksgiving is
the busiest highway traffic day of the year:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) encourages—

(A) high schools, colleges, universities, ad-
ministrators, teachers, primary schools, and
secondary schools to launch campus-wide
educational campaigns to urge students to
be careful about safety when driving;

(B) national trucking firms to alert their
drivers to be especially focused on driving
safely during the heaviest traffic day of the
year, and to publicize the importance of the
day using Citizen’s Band (CB) radios and in
truck stops across the Nation;

(C) clergy to remind their members to
travel safely when attending services and
gatherings;

(D) law enforcement personnel to remind
drivers and passengers to drive particularly
safely on the Sunday after Thanksgiving;
and

(E) all people of the United States to use
the Sunday after Thanksgiving as an oppor-
tunity to educate themselves about highway
safety; and

(2) designates November 25, 2007, as ‘‘Drive
Safer Sunday’’.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION  370—SUP-
PORTING AND ENCOURAGING

GREATER SUPPORT FOR VET-
ERANS DAY EACH YEAR

Mrs. DOLE (for herself and Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 370

Whereas veterans of service in the United
States Armed Forces have served the Nation
with honor and at great personal sacrifice;

Whereas the American people owe the se-
curity of the Nation to those who have de-
fended it;

Whereas, on Memorial Day each year, the
Nation honors those who have lost their
lives in service to the Nation;

Whereas, on Veterans Day each year, the
Nation honors those who have defended de-
mocracy by serving in the Armed Forces;

Whereas the observance of Memorial Day
and Veterans Day is an expression of faith in
democracy, faith in American values, and
faith that those who fight for freedom will
defeat those whose cause is unjust;

Whereas section 116(a) of title 36, United
States Code, provides that ‘“The last Monday
in May is Memorial Day’’ and section 116(b)
of that title requests the President to issue
a proclamation each year calling on the peo-
ple of the United States to observe Memorial
Day by praying, according to their indi-
vidual religious faith, for permanent peace,
designating a period of time on Memorial
Day during which the people may unite in
prayer for a permanent peace, calling on the
people of the United States to unite in pray-
er at that time, and calling on the media to
join in observing Memorial Day and the pe-
riod of prayer;

Whereas section 4 of the National Moment
of Remembrance Act (Public Law 106-579)
provides, ‘“The minute beginning at 3:00 p.m.
(local time) on Memorial Day each year is
designated as the ‘National Moment of Re-
membrance’’’; and
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